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Introduction: 
This course explores architectural detailing as an integral part of the architectural design process rather than being merely a 
sub-category of construction technologies.  It takes into consideration prevalent construction materials, technologies, and 
practices within the context of Jordan.  It will enable participants to further develop their abilities to conceptualize, develop, 
communicate, and implement a variety of architectural details in a manner that supports and strengthens the overall process 
of architectural design. 
 
The course will address various construction materials, including stone, concrete, wood, and steel.  It will examine the 
various roles that details can take on within the making of architecture.  These include establishing continuity in the work of 
architecture on both the visual and technical levels, and even contributing to the generation of architectural form.  The 
course also will examine the economic aspects of various detailing solutions. 
 
The course will be led by three prominent Jordanian architects:  Bilal Hammad, Sahel Al Hiyari, and Hani Husseini.  All 
have made creative and important contributions to developing detailing solutions that have built upon and expanded the 
skills and technical competencies found in Jordan's construction industry. 
 
The course will consist of six three-hour weekly sessions extending from May 18, 2011 to June 22, 2011.  The sessions will 
take place on Wednesdays (with the exception of the second week in which the session is going to be held on a Tuesday), 
from 4 – 7 PM.  Each lecturer will lead a module consisting of two consecutive sessions.  The first session will consist of 
presentations and discussions.  At the end of that session, the participants will be given a take-home detailing exercise. The 
second session will take on an interactive format, and will concentrate on discussing the results of the detailing exercise. 
 
The course is aimed at architects, particularly those with up to ten years of experience. 
 
The course will have a registration limit of 25 participants.  Registration will be on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
Course fees:  300 JD.  Course fees are non-refundable, but are transferable. 
 
 
Module descriptions: 
 
Module 1 – May 18 & 24  
Bilal Hammad 
This module concentrates on three construction materials:  stone, iron, and wood.  It will explore the nature and qualities of 
each material, and also will look into how they often meet in a work of architecture.  Such a meeting can take place through 
points, lines, or surfaces. 
 
Regarding stone, the module will present the different types of stone, the qualities of each type, as well as how it may be 
used, whether as a structural member or as a sheathing material for vertical or horizontal surfaces.  It also will look at 
various stone treatments ranging from split-facing to bush-hammering. 
 
Concerning iron, the module will concentrate on the expressive qualities of this highly-malleable material.  It will be 
examined as a structural material used in the making of both columns and beams.  It also will be examined as a material 
used for other functional purposes, as with the making of protective window grills, balustrades, doors, and even furniture. 
 
As for wood, the module will present not only the different types of wood, but also the different forms in which it is 
available, such as solid wood, plywood, MDF, and particle board.  It will examine the different uses for each form within an 
architectural setting, whether for flooring, wall sheathing, or trellises. 
 
The exercise for the second session of this module will concentrate on developing a detail that involves the use of different 
materials.  The exercise will pay particular attention to how the detail accommodates the meeting of these materials through 
different approaches that range from articulating it as a visual statement to understating it to emphasize visual continuity. 
 



 
Module 2 – June 1 & 8 
Sahel Al Hiyari  
This module examines architectural detailing as a product of local conditions, but also examines possibilities for the 
expansion, transformation, exaggeration, and even the suppression and understatement of locally-generated solutions.  
While it will explore detailing as a technical exercise that addresses issues such as the weathering and durability of different 
materials, it also will look at detailing within a cultural context.  It therefore will examine local construction skills and client 
tastes, as well as economic restrictions that can shape architectural details. 
 
The module will explore details within polarities such as permanent vs. ephemeral; low-budget vs. high-budget; micro-scale 
vs. macro-scale; and exhibitionism vs. the restrain. 
 
This module will concentrate on common materials and their possible re-contextualizations through usage, treatment, and 
manipulation, and will introduce new techniques. 
 
The exercise for the second session of the module will involve designing a low-budget detail. 
 
 
Module 3 – June 15 & 22 
Hani Imam Hussaini 
This module aims to illustrate the importance of detailing as an integral part of the design process.  Spanning both the macro 
and micro levels, the module will emphasize how detailing is an essential tool through which functional considerations may 
be assured, conceptual integrity may be maintained, and aesthetic intentions may be fulfilled. 
 
The first session will concentrate on the familiar territory of residential projects and the construction technologies that are 
employed therein.  It will start with a review and analysis of common construction methods and details, with a specific 
focus on the building envelope, and will then discuss their strengths and limitations. 
 
The module will subsequently move on to specific constructed case studies. It will examine various key details, and go 
through the rationale behind their development, both technically and conceptually.  
 
For the second session, each participant will be required to develop and display a fully-detailed three-dimensional computer 
model of a selected building element of their own design. 


